
Resources for Further Study of Catholic Social Teaching
Overview of Catholic Social Teaching:

Catholic Social Teaching Collection, Word on Fire Institute, foreword by Bishop
Robert Barron

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church

Care for God’s Creation:

Laudato Si (encyclical, Pope Francis: essential reading for the present ecological
predicament)

Caritas in Veritate (encyclical, Pope Benedict XVI)

The Theological and Ecological Vision of “Laudato Si” Everything is Connected, edited by
Vincent Miller

Sex, Economy, Freedom & Community, Wendell Berry (an American commentator who
shares the concerns of Laudato Si; given the commonality of perspective, his
occasional misunderstandings of Catholicism can be overlooked)

Thomas Berry: The Great Story: (documentary, the story of the Catholic ‘Berry,’
religious historian, environmentalist, and Dominican monk)

Preferential Option for the Poor and Vulnerable:

The Prophets, Abraham Joshua Heschel (describes how the prophets assimilate the
“divine pathos” in their appeals to justice and to truth)

Solicitudo Rei Socialis (encyclical, Pope John Paul II)

No Greater Love, Mother Teresa

Community, Family, and Participation:

Lumen Gentium, Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
(the Church looks in)

Gaudium et Spes, Second Vatican Council, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in
the Modern World (the Church looks out)

The Difference God Makes, Francis Cardinal George (covers wide territory, but
nevertheless demonstrates an outlook that invariably returns to communion)

Life and Dignity of the Human Person:

Resisting Throwaway Culture: How a Consistent Life Ethic Can Unite a Fractured People,
Charles Camosy

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_20060526_compendio-dott-soc_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20090629_caritas-in-veritate.html
https://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Berry-Penny-Morell-Stetson/dp/B00N1Q3S9A
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html


Losing Our Dignity: How Secularized Medicine is Undermining Fundamental Human

Equality, Charles Camosy

Evangelium Vitae (encyclical, Pope John Paul II)

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html

